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China and COP 15: a path for responsible environmental power
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Abstract: The Fifteenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(COP15) will be hosted by China in 2020 and could become a milestone in the history of the Convention.
This article aims to identify lessons that can be learnt by Chinain preparation for COP15. The internal moti-
vations and political gains of several host countries with respect to previous COPs were analyzed by looking
at national environmental foreign policies against the backdrop of the country’s development and corre-
sponding progress made in convention implementation. This case study of successful COPs indicates that
host countries do not treat it as an isolated event but an action under the country’s foreign policy strategy,
which provides a strong momentum for the country to contribute to the process. Additionally, by formulating
host country initiatives in harmony with existing national and regional policies in the field, the host country
was able to optimize marginal effects and gains at both the national and global level. China could also make
use the opportunity of hosting COP15 to gradually transform its passive and inward-looking eco-environ-
mental foreign policy into an outward-looking one featuring active engagement and work on eco-civilization
along with the international community. In preparation for COP15, China should work together with interna-
tional stakeholders, reinforce regiona strategic coordination and synergism with developing countries, and
share Chinese experiences in biodiversity conservation in order to contribute to the creation of afair, rationa,
and efficient system of global biodiversity governance.
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P A ST R 255 T (responsible stakehol der)
G IR S, “ TR 328 o E 7R
XA AEAE B A A () — AN H TR (B E R AR
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M7 H A4 5 A (United Nations, 2015).
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K7, RAEIRZ DB TR G L5 oy B R
] 5E B AIHET 2 — (5KHEE, 2008) . £ HHAT 32 [
], FEETCIRNRE B E . BEa RN IE RN e
E, BRI TS ERLEE.

FI A [ R 3 35 1 22 TR A [ A0 52 1) 3 9t 3
firo XFHARM S, AEEORY R LA FE 58 G0
FAE HH DR A o £ 0 B U (PRI ', 1994), HAE

Tablel Basicinformation on five recent Conference of Parties (COP)

2 WE A3 eI R HE A Vs

COoP Time Venue No. of delegates  Attending leader of the host country  Source

COP9  200845H19-30H  fE[E M A 7,000 JS B Chancellor Evans & Davies, 2014
May 19-30, 2008 Bonn, Germany

COP10 20104£10H18-29H HAHZHE 7,000 EAH Prime Minister Evans & Davies, 2014
October 18-29, 2010  Nagoya, Japan

COP11 20124:10H8-19H  ENFEmfEfr s 6,000 MEE Prime Minister Evans & Davies, 2014
October 8-19, 2012  Hyderabad, India

COP12 2014/F10/J6-17H  WEH-F& 3,000 S Prime Minister 11SD, 2014
October 6-17,2014  Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea

COP13 20164E12H2-17H  HpiafkE 8,000 40 President 11SD, 2016

December 2-17, 2016 Cancun, Mexico
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LT
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& & H#5(SDG) (The Government of the Republic of
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H A% 70 COP10. 2> Fid i i i v K1l 54> ik
W& H br S 204 N H ARk Gibr oA & Fn AW 2 ke
Hr", fEKIE 104 1) (8] B, ) 2 1611 B b5
#HE R —FRARLE R, NEEBELRM 15T
AR SBUR T 1) o 4 AR FE AT 32 15 =R 3 T
GOBI (&BkigreEMZ FEEER). TEEB (Y%
FEMERIAE S RAB AT )W B WS, R 104K
SRR FIME L) R s T R E .

FR, R NZRIE [ R TR BN 73 72 211 5
W EFREGREEAAENRE AR ER,
RS2 3 5 [ BRI e 77 1) # ZRUE (Nye, 1990). Bl
[T 20124F AR SP BB AR AR 40 T7 Koz, BARE TS
CRBAEIDY (B EUGER) FSEPR EVER R,
EAENARIEE, ENEEES BIRH . RIT KRERA
MEZFEALAME, G5 SEH T THEERN
“EWIZREME R E B R R 2 A R K E 1)

IRZNEN S . COPLOXT H AL 7858 K E T R (1) ik
TR . (A20) RT3 AN 2 [H #L ¥ EANF] 37
R AR H A A2 22 A Ak ] s A AR i DTk, AT
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%" (Gupta, 2010).

wJE, KREME TSR MR A S 2
ANTT AL ZRTE [ [ N PR BRI R . RINAEAE
VIR E VAR BE R KR T, AR B VE B 15 2]
o0, ANER TR A X IR A 2 R EOR
P [F SEHEAS B3 98, AL A AT B WA G B R
WS 5 ERERS, MCEBUERR ST 2 HEs).
1£ COPOZs J0HiT, WK BT 5 IR ] A k1« 151 %4
2010" (Countdown 2010)iGZh LK T ¥ KA 34, A
PEHE S AN Y ZAREER R s E K
[ B E R B T ARAE H (58055, 2015) . 1 7 W,
H A R AT A 2 FEVERGRAE SR 277 R e
WMEFERTA, W, B ANERESET
COP10fI#E# (MOEJ, 2010), 7843 K¥% T Ak 2 F)
an ORI I AR A IR A BB AR MR It o Dy
SCHE B g 2 P ) St 5 ] [ 9 on e 1A OGS
IR, PREEE. RMRIRSS R MRS Sl
LR G TS ReIEE LRI & & K, RIBEH
) 6 4H A S BE 4B 1 (The Government of the Re-
public of Korea, 2016).

3 ZHCOPISH hERFF"

J& B22020, COPA5H T~ H Ak & S iy Ayt 5 Al
K. MTREEHIMS, XEAHEENE, HEE
KPkhK . 15 H COPISHIRF IR =B AMUNAZLE T [l b
R, X E S, FE AR R R R K R
20204F 2 "+ = R 2 4, dR AT K
NFERES HFRIIE 2 A, Ja i B R A A SO &
PR TR . ATEBUMKE AR S SCIHAE A B K%
WEHETE B HT AT AR I EE, SR e 4R g
B Z UG A ZHERYE R EERMOR . Y2
FEMEAORAESSCHBRRMINAZ X, (A4) T
22 I U 3R E A O 25 B B AR S . AT LA
Wr, 7E K RS 5 5 E AT 5 %6 0COP15, £F
AR RASZCHERNS S ERRIGHE B S 2
K, RVE AR SRS SR R ST, TR
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Table2 Major outcomes of Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

GRS s FER
Year COP Host country Major outcomes
1994  COP1 A W AL PATHERE . S 277 Ko I TAE 7 %2(1995-19974F); 2 B = 4 AR A AR (S B A He BrbL il
Bahamas (CHM) 58} 2. BARFI T %k EHLII(SBSTTA); e &ERIFEIRE 4 (GEF) A (ALY 1% &L
Adopt the framework for the implementation of the CBD and the medium-term programme of work of the
Conference of the Parties (1995-1997); Establish the Clearing House Mechanism (CHM) and the Subsidi-
ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA); Decide the Globa Environment
Facility (GEF) asfinancial mechanism
1995 COP2 [ JE P L MR THEE R AR 2 REPER) CREINIAAESSY § SO 2eaxmi TARA, JHR M2 uUeE
Indonesia IR
Adopt Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Costal Biodiversity; Establish the Ad-hoc Working Group on Bio-
safety to start the negotiations on biosafety protocol
1996 COP3 B RS I (A2)) H5GEFH (RR& L) ; TFRARAEMZRNE. MW EMZ RN £ RS TTEMS()
Argentina eI
Adopt the Memorandum of Understanding with GEF; Start discussions on agricultural biodiversity, forest
biodiversity, ecosystem approach and Article 8(j)
1998  COP4 s JFRALB()) S ARA SR A B e TR . ABSH AL, @I SINEEM S REIE. RIEMZ R A
Slovakia R A Z R TAE T %6 2B 53 B U(GTI)
Establish an Ad-hoc Working Group on Article 8(j) and a Panel of Experts on ABS; Adopt the Programme
of Work on marine and coastal biodiversity, forest biodiversity and inland biodiversity, and the Global
Taxonomy Initiative (GTI)
2000  COP5 HREW Kenya AEVAUUE BABEET, Wl T2 AREM X A Z R TR R RVAEMZ 2 E 3
TS, (A2 5 (RIBEHRIAL) MG TR, ARG IEEN
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety opens for signature; Adopt Programmes of Work on dry and sub-humid
lands and agriculture biodiversity, the Joint Work Plan of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the
Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971) and the Ecosystem Approach Principles
2002  COP6 fiif 2= ML (AZ9) HREETTRI(2002-2010%) . JEVEN . 4IRS KRB TAETT 6. SRR fig
the Netherlands ~ Adopt the Strategic Plan (2002-2010), the Bonn Guidelines on ABS, the Programme of work on Global
Taxonomy and the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation
2004  COP7 ok L WU E ZREE . R IX . BOREE S GE TR, oL BIGAEY 2 RVERR BT KA, $321L
Malaysia ABSTAEHFFUGHATABSHLI 1R A
Adopt Programme of Work on mountain biodiversity, protected areas and technology transfer; Establish
Ad-hoc Technical Expert Group on island biodiversity; Give Ad-hoc Working Group on ABS the mandate
to start negotiations on the ABS regime design
2006 COP8 ©r Brazil I RIS SR TAE DT 5, RO BEIRARIR M . SRIFAIEE AL IE PR BOR £ R 4l
Adopt the Programme of Work on island biodiversity; Establish a group of technical experts on an interna-
tionally recognized certificate of origin/source/legal provenance
2008 COP9 TaE Germany O Z HEVE S SRR BHOR T KA, i ABSIE BREL 5 ) s 2k K]
Establish the Ad-hoc Technical Expert Group on Biodiversity and Climate Change; Adopt a roadmap for
the negotiation of international ABS regime
2010 COP10 H7 Japan Wi (A BUCET) . AR ZFEVERES 1T RI(2011-20204F) . BEUEABNAE B AT HESE
Adopt the Nagoya Protocol, Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, and the Framework for the Imple-
mentation of the Resource Mobilization Strategy
2012 COP11 EVEE India Pt B 201558 7 17 A5 v B SR IR AR 0 22 R AT OG I n A IR R — 2, 28 /0 248 18 31120204 (9] 22
Hbr
Put forward a preliminary target of doubling the financial resource flows to developing countries by 2015
and maintaining the momentum to at least 2020
2014  COP12 B TERGT B B2 B, 1 L AT 1) B B LAY
Republic of Korea adopt the Pyeonchang Roadmap; Create the Subsidiary Body on Implementation
2016 COP13 S|PEE Mexico R (REEF) , (E#HAEMZHME RN, B AES RGERE RT3 &)

Put forward the Cancun declaration on mainstreaming; Adopt a short-term action plan on ecosystem resto-
ration

e 55 [ XA AT s, YEiR B, S E R
AR A S SO e 2 B ) EE LI
[l 2 24 AR S, 28 0 OR 2R 6 3 [ A2 A

W 25 o A1 A A A 4 SRR R S TR D 7 0 2 e B
filio [ Bt 2x 14 COP15RE S 12 1 20205 4= BR {74
AW ZREE E AR, 408 E R 7 5 A S oA
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“HATN" RAE ST [ A A 2 R OR AP R AR ) B R T R
SR, R BATTE X 3B 4 BRI B 4 B AR iyt v
HAEE AR, DURTEE FRR A A S AT,
Wedh 2 50 R E AR e A [ SR A i W03, b
F BB ARG SR IR . 7K IPCOPLSR 2K
TR A=) 22 FF M AT [ B A 7 2 B0 Y 1) B 3
A B, ANtk A REAE AR 10 & O Kz
(1 T o 100 0 ok s A v, ) S 4 R IE A 2
NSNS RAZS T PN EE YA

BT EFEE, ATAAERSMEI T STE
PAR 5 Thifik H 5% 0

(DESWES L, mTE R, Mk
[ 7E 22 1 AR b (1 4 sl SR 1) JRi T, 3 SRBE R )
REs B M, 7o R E AR 2 R R
PERZRSMER, B SHGHE, Kkt
FR I, EALRIESERE, 72 T B PR R AT,
FINMEF et KPR FE B 2 5 U S et
S22 BT AN A H R R 22 & 25 B, DA Brik,
(ALY 5 M kis o AR E ) =308 R %
FHNEFINAE FR AR, R HABREGE. X
EE. BN MRANZE ST 25
B m RS MBUA T, WR& T, hKke
TR R 52t

(QYER AN I I, JE I s P[], g o A
R B SR AR R . i R A AE, R H
B AR AR L S 4R B ATV E, A7 R TR
o N (ALY Rt Ak 514000 AH G B B0 ) 52 12
T2, e A 2 A T e i R Ko ) 2 11 v s 2
PG I3 HE . RIFREESE (AZ) BIBKHE, B
R RGEEIIRIE PO R, B (A4 1k
) ECo i B BB AN S UKV B DU | 25 (B84
2 2015).

QEREFE TR b, FHULRH A —ZRE
brJE 23R T Sk M I 5, R E A2 R
YA BAA S B R €, AT B BV X X0 T 7
R MAE TR A RSN FB, VIEGHEFK
W B AN N S2bR, £ B AR . AR ALk B

PSS AR R 22 HET S T B35
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WEAET IR ES L. —2HE 5 E 54
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S EI B 5% 58

H Uk, A RS B 53 T 5 K 2 T R ) il
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