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Cover illustration: Betula ermanii forest in Changbai Mountains (photograph by PIAO Long-Guo). The Changbai Mountains region
harbors typical temperate forest vegetation represented by broadleaf Korean pine forests, and provides an important natural setting for
studying forest succession, tree species coexistence, and community spatial patterns. Wang et al. used a 24 hm?® permanent forest
dynamics plot in Changbai Mountains to compare the spatial distribution and interspecific association patterns of tree species be-
tween early-successional secondary poplar-birch forests and late-successional broadleaf Korean pine forests (pages 833-845). They
found that tree species in both forest types exhibited clustered distributions. The aggregation of the foundation species, Pinus
koraiensis, gradually declined with succession, and its associations with the pioneer species Betula platyphylla and Populus davidi-
ana shifted from positive to negative. These findings advance our understanding of how tree spatial patterns and interspecific rela-
tionships change during the succession of broadleaf Korean pine forests.



