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A dataset on thelife-history and ecological traits of Chineselizards
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ABSTRACT

China has a total of 226 native lizard species as of 2020 and is one of the countries with the richest lizard diversity in
the world. Systematically gathering the trait data of Chinese lizards is of great importance in studying their origin,
evolution, extinction, and conservation. However, there is no complete database on the life-history, ecological traits, and
geographic distribution of Chinese lizards. The aim of this study is to provide a comprehensive dataset of species traits
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for Chinese lizards. Through extensive retrieval and collection, we systematically collated data on 19 characteristic
traits for all the 226 native species of Chinese lizards: year of description, China Red List status, IUCN Red List status,
Chinese endemism, insular endemism, mean snout-vent length, mean body mass, diet, clutch size, reproductive mode,
leg development, activity time, substrate, habitat type, habitat width, elevation range, geographic range size,
biogeographic realm, and domestic distribution. Nevertheless, data completeness varied from 47.14% to 100% among
traits. Leg development, year of description, Chinese endemism, insular endemism, and domestic distribution were the
only traits with a complete dataset. Our database is the latest and most complete one on species traits of Chinese lizards.
This dataset can provide support for the research fields of ecology, evolution, biogeography, and conservation biology

of Chinese lizards.

Key words. Chinese lizards; life-history traits; morphological traits; geographic distribution; data sharing
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Fig. 1 Datacompleteness of the 19 traits for the 226 native species of Chinese lizards
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