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Status quo, challenges and strategy in Conservation Biology
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Abstract: Research on hot environmental issues in modern society stimulates the growth of Conservation
Biology. A new trend is that traditional social sciences are merging with Conservation Biology, which marks
the birth of the Conservation Science. Conservation Biology has a mission that needs extensive participation,
however, Internet users in China showed little interests in the concepts of conservation biology and biodiver-
sity according to the Google Search. Developing countries have major share of world biodiversity and many
key conservation biology projects are also carried out in developing countries as well; however scientific ex-
pending restricted the output of papers in developing countries. Up to now, Chinese authors (including those
foreign authors who work in China for international NGOs) so far only published less than 150 papers in
major conservation journals indexed in ISI Web of Knowledge; such a proportion is not matched with the
share of the China’s biodiversity in the world. Conservation Biology confronts a series of challenges: (1)
people criticized that Conservation Biology researches overemphasized monetary value; (2) Conservation
Biology is confronted with the pitfalls such as: lack of exploration in underlying mechanism, too few or no
field experiment, no control experiment in field; consequently the theoretic frame of the science branch is not
yet sound; (3) Conservation Biology is a science that involves spatial scale; (4) a great deal of Conservation
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Biology data has not been published; the “grey” literature and “grey” information hindered the further de-
velopment of Conservation Biology; and (5) Biodiversity related international laws are new research domains
for Conservation Biology. We recommend the following strategies to counter the challenges: (1) to study the
value orientation of Conservation Biology; (2) to establish the research methodology and theoretic frame for
Conservation Biology; (3) to explore the spatial problems in Conservation Biology; (4) to collect, to store, to
analyze and to share information, especially those “grey” information existing in informal publication, in
languages other than English, and the information not yet accessible to public, and to establish raw biodiver-
sity database which is independent of the database of peer-reviewed journals; thus to facilitate meta-analyses
and meta research in Conservation Biology; and (5) to conduct actively researches for biodiversity related
international and domestic laws. Formation of Conservation Biology as a meta-science needs the dedication
from researches from all countries. To push some Chinese scientific journals to use English as a media is a
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main way for the Conservation Biology research in China to merge into the main stream of world.
Key words: Internet, globalization, Conservation Science, grey literature, grey information
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Fig. 1. Public interest in the Chinese term “A#)ZF£PE (biodiversity)” which was represented by Google search volume. The
figure above is the Google search volume; the figure at bottom is citation frequency of web news. The blue line is the Google search
volume for “Biodiversity”, the red line is the Google Search Volume for “A4:4) % ¥4 (biodiversity)”. Please note the low search
volumes during Christmas season for “biodiversity” in the world while during the Spring Festival season for Chinese term “:4)%
FEM: (biodiversity)” in China. However, there was no data for Chinese term “{r4"44)%% (Conservation Biology)” .
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El2 1991-20084, Web of Knowledge %4 & & & [E & #ff B FT #1 & Z£ BT 42 25 (China, People’s Republic of China)7E
Biodiversity and Conservation (B&C), Biological Conservation (BC), Conservation Biology (CB), Ecological Applications (EA),
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Fig. 2. Numbers of papers published in (above) and citations of the papers (bottom) in Biodiversity and Conservation (B&C), Bio-
logical Conservation (BC), Conservation Biology (CB), Ecological Applications (EA), Environmental Conservation (EC)FJournal
of Applied Ecology (JAE), by researchers from institutions in China including foreign authors working in the international NGOs in
China from 1991 to 2008.
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