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Botanical gardens support urban sustainable development: a case study
from the Shanghai Chenshan Botanical Garden
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Abstract: Asawindow into the world and a symbol of urban civilization, the botanical garden plays an im-
portant role in scientific research, conservation, science communication, cultura transmission, as well as lei-
sure and entertainment. Its function also evolves and develops with time. Nowadays, it becomes more and
more important for botanical gardens to take sustainable development into consideration so as to support ur-
ban sustainable development. In this paper, we reviewed the definition of the botanical garden, analyzed the
history, function, and evolution of the botanical garden to find universal rules for development of botanical
gardens. We also discussed challenges and opportunities that botanical gardens may face through urban de-
velopment, and problems that need to be addressed in the process of integrating sustainability into botanical
gardens. Lastly, we use the Shanghai Chenshan Botanical Garden as an example to briefly discuss the role of
the botanical garden in supporting urban sustainable development in the process of promoting scientific re-
search, science communication, and international development. We hope this can provide some ideas for co-
ordinated urban development.
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